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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUALA 07370 200802Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 DOE-15 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-20 OES-09 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /140 W 

111017 210141Z/75 

R 200620Z JUL 78 

FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6501 
INFO AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

UNCLAS KUALA LUMPUR 7370 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, MY 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL DRILLING BY ESSO IN COASTAL WATERS 

1 . PETRONAS AND ESSO MALAYSIA PRODUCTION (FORMERLY EXXON) 

HAVE ISSUED A JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT PETRONAS HAS APPROVED 
ESSO'S PLANS TO DRILL A FURTHER 12 EXPLORATION WELLS OFF THE 
COAST OF PENINSULAR MALAYSIA THIS YEAR. HE NEW AREA OF 
CONCENTRATION WILL BE THE PALAS REGION AND THE WORK PROGRAM WILL 
BE DESIGNED TO CONFIRM THE ENCOURAGING RESULTS FOUND IN 

THE REGION EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS ANOTHER SIGN THAT PETRONAS IS GOING TO 
ALLOW A MORE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF ITS RESERVES THAN ORIGINALLY 
ANTICIPATED. 
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